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From the Desk of

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor

I am delighted to present the report of the Inaugural Function of
the Legal Aid Clinic and Para-Legal Volunteer Training
Programme, held at Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law University,
Prayagraj. The establishment of Legal-Aid Clinic at the University
not only enhances its academic environment but also exemplifies
its steadfast commitment to promoting access to justice and
addressing the entrenched legal inequities within society.

Sr. Prof. (Dr.) Usha Tandon

The Legal Aid Clinic at the University stands as a beacon of hope, seeking to bridge the gap
between the ideals of law and the realities that many persons encounter daily. In accordance
with the mandates of the Legal Services Authority Act, 1987, this initiative is meticulously
designed to provide free legal assistance to those in need, while simultaneously fostering
greater legal awareness. It is a testament to the profound belief in the transformative power
of law and its capacity to elevate and empower society.

The Para-Legal Volunteer Programme offers an unparalleled platform for our students,
enabling them to apply their legal knowledge in real-world settings, engaging in meaningful
public service, and develop a deeper understanding of the complex nuances that surrounds
legal practice. By merging academic rigor with community service, we are cultivating a new
generation of legal professionals who are not only adept in legal theory but also deeply
committed to the principles of social justice.

For the inaugural session of the Programme, we were privileged to have Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Arun Bhansali, Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court and Hon’ble Chancellor of the
University, as the Chief Guest, and Hon'ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, Senior Judge of
the Allahabad High Court, and Hon’ble Chairperson, UPSLSA, as the Guest of Honour. Their
presence and wise counsel greatly inspired both our faculty and students to pursue the noble
calling of the legal profession with dedication and integrity. I am also deeply grateful to the
distinguished scholars and legal luminaries who enlightened our students with their legal
expertise and its practical implications.

As the Vice Chancellor of RPNLU, Prayagraj, I take immense pride in witnessing the Legal
Aid Clinic and Para-Legal Services evolving into a cornerstone of our University’s mission—to
serve the public, promote legal education, and ensure that justice remains accessible to all.
This is but the beginning of our collective journey. Together, let us continue to uphold the

values of fairness, equality, and justice.

Usha Tandon
09th October, 2024



By challenging conventional legal practices and embracing innovative approaches, Legal
Aid has transformed the landscape of justice by shedding light on overlooked issues and
amplifying the voices of marginalized communities. It emerges as a pivotal force, offering
crucial support to those in greatest need while serving as a beacon of hope and a pathway to
empowerment for individuals who might otherwise remain unheard and unrepresented.
Legal Aid represents a crucial counterbalance to this trend, offering a transformative
approach that leverages the power of the law to foster social change and ensure justice is
accessible to everyone. By focusing on those who are most in need, Legal Aid strives to bridge
the gap in legal services, providing essential support and advocacy to help create a more
equitable and inclusive society.

At the Legal Aid Society of Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law University, Prayagraj (LAS),
our mission is to provide crucial legal support to individuals who cannot afford professional
services and to champion underserved public causes.

Our vision is to advance justice and empower communities by providing legal support,
fostering legal awareness, and advocating for the rights of the underserved, thus contributing
to a more equitable and just society. To deliver high-quality legal aid and services to
individuals and communities in need, we are committed to promoting legal literacy,
protecting human rights, and making efforts in helping to provide effective legal
representation. Through education, advocacy, and proactive outreach, we strive to bridge the
justice gap and foster a culture of fairness and equality.

LEGAL AID CLINIC
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Inaugural Ceremony
29th August, 2024

The inauguration of the Legal Aid Clinic at Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law University,
Prayagraj, marked a significant milestone in advancing legal aid and social justice. The
event was a notable occasion, underscored by a grand celebration and the presence of
distinguished dignitaries, which highlighted the critical role of the clinic in fostering access
to justice and addressing legal inequities. This initiative not only signifies the university's
commitment to public service but also sets a precedent for integrating legal aid into
academic and community outreach efforts.

The clinic's activities are
strategically designed to
enhance legal awareness and
provide free legal services, in
' alignment with the mandates of
the Legal Services Authority
Act, 1987.Its primary objective
is to bridge the disparity
© between the legal promises
enshrined in statutes and the
often stark realities
encountered in practice.

-

R

Additionally, the clinic serves as a valuable platform for students, allowing them to apply their
legal acumen and judicial reasoning while gaining firsthand exposure to the practical nuances
of the legal profession. This integrative approach not only advances public legal education but
also fosters a deeper understanding of the complexities inherent in legal practice.
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Inaugural Session

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun Bhansali and

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta inaugurated the Legal Aid
Clinic. This significant moment was
marked by the ceremonial cutting of
the ribbon, symbolizing the official
commencement of the clinic’s
operations. Following the
inauguration, the guests proceeded to
the event hall, where a batch of
students and numerous distinguished
guests eagerly a waited the Justices'
arrival, anticipating insight full
discussions & the commencement of
the event.




Inaugural Session
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The hall buzzed with excitement and a palpable sense of historic importance, as everyone
gathered to witness the launch of the Legal Aid Clinic. The event commenced with the
traditional lamp lighting and Saraswati Vandana, rituals that both purified the atmosphere
and radiated positivity, invoking blessings for the clinic’s success. The Registrar then draped
stoles over the distinguished guests as a token of appreciation, while the Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, Senior Professor Dr. Usha Tandon, presented mementos, expressing heartfelt
gratitude for their presence and unwavering support.




Welcome Address by
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor

Sr. Prof. (Dr.) Usha Tandon

In her welcome address, the Honorable Vice-Chancellor delivered a captivating speech,
enriched with engaging anecdotes and profound insights. Her address exuded warmth
and wisdom, underscoring the importance of positively impacting at least one
individual’s life while adhering to the fundamental values of passion, diligence, and
integrity. The Vice-Chancellor’s words resonated deeply with the students, inspiring
them to fully embrace their future roles as legal professionals. She urged them to remain
steadfast in their commitment to justice and service, advocating for an approach to their
careers marked by a dedication to effecting meaningful societal change. Her address left
a significant and lasting impact, motivating the students to pursue their aspirations with
unwavering commitment.




Address by the Guest of Honour

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta
Sr. Judge, Allahabad High Court & Chairperson, UPSLSA

Following the inspiring address delivered by
Honourable Vice-Chancellor, Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, Senior Judge of
the Allahabad High Court and Executive
Chairman of UPSLSA, engaged with the
students. He commenced by extending his
sincere gratitude to the faculty for their
gracious invitation. In his discourse, Justice

Gupta provided a comprehensive overview of
the origins and development of legal aid in
India. He elaborated on the establishment and
operational frameworks of legal aid clinics in
Uttar Pradesh, detailing their functions and
the rationale behind their inception. His
discussion offered valuable insights into the
evolution and significance of these clinics in
addressing legal inequities and ensuring
access to justice for marginalized communities




-
Address by the Chief Guest

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun Bhansali
Chief Justice, Allahabad High Court & Hon’ble Chancellor, RPNLUP

Following the profound address by Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, the Chief Guest of
the occasion, Honourable Mr. Justice Arun
Bhansali, the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High
Court and the Chancellor of RPNLUP, delivered a
noteworthy speech on this momentous occasion.
He commenced by expressing his gratitude to the
Vice-Chancellor and other esteemed guests. The
Chief Justice also extended his congratulations to
the winners of the intra-moot competition,
acknowledging their diligence and commitment
while offering his best wishes for their future
endeavours. He then elaborated on the critical
importance of legal aid clinics, emphasizing that
marginalized and economically disadvantaged
individuals are frequently marginalized in society.
He underscored the pivotal role of legal aid in
ensuring that these individuals receive the
necessary support and justice, thereby reinforcing

the clinic's significance in addressing social
inequalities.




Conquerors Intra-Moot 2024

- Award Distribution

The Conquerors Intra-Moot Competition
wrapped up with prestigious awards
ceremony presided over by the Honorable
Chief Justice and Senior Judge of the
Allahabad High Court. The top prize was
awarded to the winning team of Srijal,
Saumya, and Suryansh, who received a
trophy, a certificate, and a collection of
books. The team of Tejaswi, Pratibha, and
Janhavi secured second place and were also
honored for their impressive performance.
The Best Memorial award went to Viplav,
Siddhi, and Raunak. In addition, Abhyuday
Sharan was recognized as the Best Speaker,
while Nandini was acknowledged as the
Best Researcher for their excellent
individual achievements.
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Vote of Thanks

Dr. Deepak Sharma, Head of
the Department of Law and
Convener of the Legal Aid
Society, delivered a moving vote
of thanks that brought the
evening to a fitting close. He
conveyed his deepest gratitude
to the dignitaries, faculty,
students, and everyone who
played a role in ensuring the
event's success.

Following the event, a group photo featuring students, faculty, and guests captured the

essence of the day, embodying the shared dedication to the noble cause of legal aid.

Logal Ald Chinic and
PLY Tralning Program

Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Arun Bhansali

Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Manoj Kumar Gupla




TRAINING, DAY ONE- 30th August, 2024
SESSION I: Family Laws, Marriage Laws,
Adoption, Maintenance, Custody & Guardianship,
and Judicial Separation & Divorce

The esteemed speaker, Mrs. Rashmi Singh, Additional Principal Judge of the Family Court
in Prayagraj, meticulously explored the intricate facets of Family Law. The session began
with a concise yet insightful introduction to these laws, emphasizing their profound
significance, especially for those involved in legal aid and paralegal activities. An overview
of the key topics highlighted the essential role of para-legal volunteers in spreading legal
awareness within the community. As the discussion progressed, the speaker delved into
various Marriage Laws, focusing particularly on the Hindu Marriage Act, of 1955, which
governs marriages among Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jains. An informative comparison
with Muslim Personal Law was also provided, highlighting their distinct relevance and
application. A significant portion of the session was dedicated to Section 13 of the Hindu
Marriage Act, detailing several grounds for divorce, including adultery, cruelty, desertion,
conversion to another religion, and medically proven unsoundness of mind. These elements
were emphasized as crucial considerations in the dissolution of marriage under the HMA,
offering students a thorough understanding of the legal framework surrounding marital
disputes.
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SESSION I: Family Laws, Marriage Laws,
Adoption, Maintenance, Custody & Guardianship,
and Judicial Separation & Divorce

Moving forward, the topic on adoption and child custody in India underscored the
pivotal role of the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) in safeguarding the
interests of adopted children. It detailed the online process prospective parents must
navigate, emphasizing careful monitoring to ensure child welfare. The discussion also
delved into the complexities of custody arrangements, considering factors such as the
child’s age, parental financial stability, and health, alongside the relationships
involved. The landmark case Shruti Joshi v. State of Uttarakhand & Ors. reinforced
that a child's best interests must be the primary focus, advocating for a stable and
nurturing environment even when it challenges traditional custody norms.

12



SESSION II: The Purpose and Role of

Paralegals

The second Session began with Dr. Ishanya
Raj, a counsellor, and Sh. Surjan Singh,
OSD at UPSLSA. This session focused on
essential skills for paralegals, including
listening, communication, and observation,
as well as ethical behavior.

Dr. Ishanya Raj, the first speaker,
introduced the role of a paralegal as a
community-based volunteer who helps
individuals assert and realize their rights
through legal assistance. She stressed the
importance of effective communication and
legal knowledge for successful paralegals,
highlighting the need for active listening,
empathy, and the use of both verbal and
non-verbal attentiveness.

Dr. Raj also emphasized the value of genuineness, open-ended questions, and
unconditional apology. The students were introduced to the primary types of
communication: interpersonal, verbal & nonverbal communication. The session
highlighted the 7Cs of communication as essential principles for paralegals, emphasizing
completeness by ensuring all relevant information is included in legal documents,
correspondence, and client interactions. Conciseness was stressed throughout time and
prevented misunderstandings, while clarity involved using plain language to ensure
clients understood legal information. Correctness requires verifying the accuracy of all
information handled, coherence involves organizing and presenting information
logically, concreteness emphasizes supporting arguments with specific examples and
evidence, and courtesy focuses on maintaining a courteous and professional demeanor to
build trust. Dr. Ishaniya Raj also discussed the six reasons for effective communication:
better understanding of the case for both the para legal and the client, faster problem-
solving, improved conflict management, a clear focus on the presented case, job
satisfaction, and better results. She emphasized the importance of building rapport with
clients to create a comfortable and safe environment for sharing sensitive information.

13



SESSION II: The Purpose and Role of

Paralegals

Key strategies for diffusing strangeness
and building rapport included greeting
the client, introducing one and others
present, gathering demographic details,
explaining the purpose of the

communication, and assuring
confidentiality. Maintaining a non-
judgmental attitude, expressing

understanding and willingness to help,
allowing clients to refuse uncomfortable
questions, obtaining consent to record
case details, avoiding judgments without
complete  case information, and
refraining from normalizing illegal
activities were also highlighted as crucial
components in effective client
communication. Nonverbal skills, such as
proper attire, greetings, seating offers,
eye contact, facial expressions, body
posture, note-taking, tone of speech,
undivided attention, and controlled
reactions, were also discussed.

In his presentation, Sh. Surjan Singh emphasized the vital nature of the paralegal-
client relationship, building on the insights shared by Dr. Ishanya Raj. He delineated
the diverse roles of paralegal volunteers, which encompass advising clients on legal and
ethical issues, drafting documents, representing clients in official settings, and
promoting legal awareness. Sh. Singh stressed the importance of a client-centric
approach, underscoring values such as confidentiality, integrity, and fairness. He also
addressed the need for respect for the law, efficient resource management, and

continuous professional development, while

warning against client exploitation and

misuse of authority. The session provided scholars with a clear framework for
understanding the ethical and professional standards essential for their roles as legal

aid volunteers.
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SESSION III: Criminal Laws and Rights of

an Arrested Person

Session three of the PLV training, led by Sh.
Dinesh Gautam, Secretary of the District Legal
Service Authority in Prayagraj, centered on
Criminal Laws as outlined in the Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita and the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, particularly focusing on the rights of
arrested individuals. The session began with an
overview of significant legal reforms, including the
renaming of the Indian Penal Code to the Bhartiya
Nyaya Sanhita and the Code of Criminal Procedure
to the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita. The
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita now comprises 511
sections across 23 chapters, while the Bhartiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has increased from 484
to 531 sections, introducing 20 new crimes and
escalating penalties for 33 existing offenses. The
discussion also encompassed the landmark
Vishakha case, which led to critical legislation
against sexual harassment in the workplace,
specifically highlighting the implications of Section
376 of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, which classifies
rape as a non-bailable offense.

Y

Sh. Gautam elucidated the distinctions between codified and uncodified laws,
emphasizing that India's legal framework is entirely codified, in contrast to the largely
uncodified English legal system. The session further clarified the differences between
procedural and substantive laws, illustrating how procedural laws facilitate the
enforcement of rights, while substantive laws define crimes and penalties. The scholars
examined notable cases, reinforcing the state's duty to protect its citizens and its active
role in prosecuting crimes. They were introduced to the classifications of cognizable
and non-cognizable offenses, gaining insight into police authority regarding arrests.
The session concluded with practical guidance on drafting applications for filing a First
Information Report (FIR), allowing scholars to apply their learning in a simulated
context.

15



SESSION IV: Mediation an Overview with
Activity Role Play

As part of the ongoing exposure and introductory training program for para-legal
volunteers, the fourth session was conducted by Sh. Surjan Singh, OSD, UPSLSA. This
session focused on the crucial aspects of mediation, exploring its processes and
significance within the Indian legal system. Participants gained an in-depth
understanding of mediation, aimed at equipping them with the essential knowledge
and skills to assist effectively in mediation processes. The session emphasized the role
of mediation in promoting amicable resolutions and enhancing access to justice,
thereby preparing volunteers to contribute meaningfully in their future legal
endeavors.

The session commenced with a historical overview of mediation, highlighting its deep-
rooted presence in Indian culture, particularly within rural areas and the Gram
Panchayat system, where elders or the Sarpanch often oversee mediation efforts. This
traditional conflict resolution method significantly reduces the time and costs
associated with prolonged legal battles while fostering harmony within communities by
alleviating hostility between disputing parties. The highly interactive nature of the
session encouraged students to engage actively, answer questions, and share their
perspectives on mediation. A substantial portion of the discussion focused on the four
types of out-of-court settlements: Lok Adalat, arbitration, mediation, and conciliation.
Shri Surjan Singh provided detailed insights into the functioning of each mechanism
and the vital role para-legal volunteers can play in facilitating these processes,
including an overview of the statutory authorities governing them. This comprehensive
approach equipped scholars with a deeper understanding of mediation and its practical

applications in the legal landscape. 16



SESSION IV: Mediation an Overview with

Activity Role Play

The session also provided a comprehensive overview of the mediation process, detailing
its various stages—from the appointment of a mediator to the actual mediation
sessions, which include joint meetings, individual discussions, and final joint sessions
culminating in an agreement. Sh. Surjan Singh distinguished between different types of
mediation, such as court-referred mediation, private mediation, pre-litigation
mediation, and online mediation, offering an in-depth analysis of each. To enrich the
scholars' understanding, he referenced notable cases like Salem Advocate Bar
Association v. Union of India and Afcons Infrastructure Ltd. & Anr. v. Cherian Varkey
Construction Co. (P) Ltd. & Ors., which illustrated the practical application of
mediation principles in the Indian legal landscape. Toward the end of the session, an
engaging practical exercise was conducted, wherein the 60 scholars were divided into
groups to tackle assigned mediation scenarios, taking on roles such as complainants,
defendants, mediators, and judges. This hands-on experience closely mirrored real-life
situations, equipping the students with valuable skills.

Overall, the session successfully provided aspiring para-legal volunteers with a
thorough understanding of mediation and the practical skills essential for supporting
the legal system, leaving them motivated to apply their newfound knowledge in
meaningful ways.
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Felicitation of Resource Persons and Interaction
with Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Ma’am




TRAINING, DAY TWO - 31st August, 2024

SESSION V: Laws Relating to Children,
Juvenile Justice and Missing Children

The second day of the orientation and basic
training program for paralegal volunteers at
Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law
University, Prayagraj, featured enlightening
sessions led by Sushri Priyamvada
Priyadarshani, Principal Magistrate of the
Juvenile Justice Board, and Mrs. Mahima
Maurya, Senior Advocate and social activist.
Ms. Priyadarshani's interactive session
focused on critical aspects of child protection
laws, covering the distinction between
children in need of protection and those in
conflict with the law. She outlined the roles
of various facilities, such as Shelter Homes
for children requiring care and Special
Homes for those facing legal issues.
Emphasizing the importance of the Child
Welfare Committee (CWC), she explained its
role in identifying children needing legal
protection and the processes involved,
including the apprehension of children
rather than arrest.

The session also delved into the classification of offenses—petty, serious, and heinous—
along with the preparation of the Social Investigation Report by the CWC, which assesses a
child's maturity and understanding. Additionally, participants learned about the CWC's
responsibilities in raising awareness about child welfare issues, including reporting
mechanisms like Number 1090 for child-related concerns and the National Tracking
System for missing children. Overall, the session provided paralegal volunteers with
essential knowledge to effectively assist in child protection efforts.
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SESSION V: Laws Relating to Children,

Juvenile Justice and Missing Children

Mrs. Mahima Maurya, a senior advocate at the High Court and social activist, conducted
an engaging session on the vital roles of paralegal volunteers within the legal system.
She outlined various responsibilities, including providing legal aid, drafting petitions,
and supporting clients throughout legal proceedings, while emphasizing the importance
of confidentiality and ethical conduct. Mrs. Maurya highlighted the significance of
language skills for effective communication in grassroots initiatives and provided
insights into the historical context of the Child Needs and Protection Act. She referenced
the Bihar Case, which illustrated the critical issue of misregistration of minors as adults
in criminal trials, thereby exposing systemic challenges within the juvenile justice
framework. The session offered a comprehensive understanding of the legal frameworks
governing child protection and underscored the essential role that paralegal volunteers
play in advocating for justice and support for vulnerable children.

20



SESSION VI: Social Security and Welfare

Scheme

Session six of the PLV training program was led by Sh.
Sarvajit Singh, D.P.O. of Prayagraj, and focused on social
security and welfare schemes pertinent to victims of crime.
He emphasized the importance of informing students about
government provisions that offer free aid to victims,
beginning with support for acid attack victims under Section
326A, which provides compensation ranging from %3 lakh to
¥5 lakh. Sh. Singh also addressed cases of death caused by
family members in dowry-related incidents under Section
304, explaining that compensation for affected children is
placed in an account accessible upon reaching 18 years of
age. He further discussed provisions under Section 376A,
which specifically protect rape victims. Throughout the
session, he wunderscored the significance of victim
compensation schemes, detailing how these frameworks not
only provide financial support but also essential
rehabilitation services to individuals affected by crime,

thereby facilitating justice and recovery for victims within
Joint  Development Commissioner of  Public

the legal system.
Development Services in Prayagraj. He focused on Q

government schemes designed to support marginalized o

The next speaker for the session was Sh. Anil Singh,

sections of society, particularly those living below the
poverty line (BPL). Sh. Singh highlighted essential
provisions such as access to food, clean water, and
monetary compensation, emphasizing the government's
commitment to addressing basic needs. He stressed the
importance of understanding the terms and conditions
of these schemes to effectively access their benefits,
thereby empowering individuals to improve their socio-
economic conditions. This session aimed to equip
participants with the knowledge necessary to advocate
for the rights of underserved communities and ensure
they can take full advantage of available resources.

21



SESSION VI: Social Security and Welfare

Scheme

The session examined various central and state government schemes aimed at supporting

vulnerable populations, including the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), which was
launched in 2015 to promote affordable housing. This initiative seeks to ensure that every
citizen has access to a safe and decent home, with the ambitious goal of achieving
"Housing for All" by 2022, thereby enhancing living standards and fostering inclusive
growth. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), introduced in 2016, aims to provide
clean cooking fuel to households below the poverty line. Under this scheme, eligible
families receive a free LPG connection along with subsidies on the initial costs of gas
cylinders and stoves, making clean energy affordable and accessible. Additionally, the Har
Ghar Jal scheme, part of the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) launched in 2019, aims to ensure
that every rural household in India has access to safe and adequate drinking water through
household tap connections by 2024, emphasizing the improvement of water supply
infrastructure and resource management at the village level. The Widow Pension Scheme
is another critical social welfare initiative that provides financial support to widows lacking
adequate means of livelihood, implemented by both central and state governments across
India, offering a monthly pension based on specific eligibility criteria, including age and
income limits. Following the discussion of these schemes, the speaker shared compelling
life stories and anecdotes from his personal and professional experiences, which not only
conveyed warmth but also served to inspire students to aspire for greater achievements.




SESSION VII: Rights of Prisoners: Laws

& Judicial Pronouncements

The seventh session of the PLV training was led

by Sh. R.B. Patel, Superintendent of Central Jail,
Naini, Prayagraj. This session focused on the
rights of prisoners, as well as the laws and
judicial pronouncements related to their welfare.
Sri Patel provided an in-depth overview of the
legal framework governing prisoners' rights,
emphasizing the importance of humane
treatment and access to basic necessities. He
discussed key judicial decisions that have shaped
the standards of care and protection for
incarcerated individuals, highlighting the role of
legal aid volunteers in advocating for these rights
and ensuring that prisoners receive fair
treatment within the justice system. The session
aimed to equip participants with a
comprehensive understanding of the legal
obligations towards prisoners and the broader
implications for social justice.

The students were informed that the Central Jail at Naini exemplifies the best legal aid
model in India, where prisoners are routinely asked about their ability to afford legal
representation. If they cannot, an application is swiftly submitted to the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) for the appointment of a lawyer. Sh. R.B. Patel emphasized that
under Article 14 of the Constitution, all individuals, including prisoners, are equal before
the law and possess fundamental rights alongside their human rights. According to the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, prisoners have the right to appeal under Section 424, as well as
basic rights such as access to adequate food, medical care, legal aid, and education.
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SESSION VII: Rights of Prisoners: Laws

& Judicial Pronouncements

Additionally, he explained the calculation of imprisonment terms for prisoners with
multiple sentences. If a prisoner faces two terminal sentences, they will serve them
consecutively; for instance, a five-year sentence followed by a six-year sentence would result
in a total of eleven years served. However, if one sentence is life imprisonment, it will run
concurrently with any other terminal sentence. The session also covered the concepts of
parole and premature release. Under Section 432 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC),
prisoners serving life sentences become eligible for premature release after serving 14 years,
with mercy petitions able to be filed at any time. Regarding parole, if an individual is under
trial, the court manages their parole, while for convicted individuals, the state is
responsible; however, parole is granted for no more than 72 hours. This comprehensive
overview underscored the legal frameworks that govern prisoner rights and welfare.

The students were informed about the various facilities available in the jails, including the
provision for prisoners to call family members once a week for five minutes via a public call
office (PCO). They are provided with food grown within the jail, have access to a canteen for
purchasing additional items, and enjoy television in their cells. A 24-hour medical service,
including a doctor and pharmacy, is also available. For undertrial prisoners, the policy
allows family visits three times a week for 20-25 minutes, although children under ten are
not permitted to visit.

Convicted individuals can meet their families four times a month, with two visits allowing
for family meetings and two designated for letter writing, which can be converted into a visit
where up to three people can meet simultaneously. Under the standard policy of Uttar
Pradesh, the maximum sentence for murder is 16 years; for those over 70, it is 12 years, and
for those over 80, it is reduced to 10 years. However, there is no time limit for prisoners
with severe health issues.

The concept of remission was discussed, whereby good behavior can result in a reduction of
a prisoner's sentence, although bad behavior can lead to the loss of such privileges. In
female prisons, a beauty salon is available for inmates to use prior to court dates or family
visits. Notably, if a mother is imprisoned and has a child under the age of six, the child is
allowed to live with her in jail. Sh. Patel also cited case laws related to prisoner rights, such
as Bachhe Lal v. State of UP and DK Basu v. State of West Bengal, to illustrate legal
precedents.
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SESSION VIII: Drafting of Applications
Pertaining to Various Types of Legal Aid

The eighth session of the orientation and basic training program for paralegal volunteers
was led by Sh. Vikas Gupta, Chief of the Legal Aid Defence Counsel (LADC), and Sh. Gaurav
Singh, Deputy Chief of LADC. This session focused on the critical skills of drafting
applications for various types of legal aid. Sh. Vikas Gupta opened the discussion by
emphasizing the humanitarian challenges faced by individuals in jails, hospitals, and
mental asylums, sharing personal experiences that underscored the importance of legal aid.
He notably remarked, "A comment is also a compliment for a lawyer," highlighting the
value of feedback in the legal profession.

The session commenced with students introduction, followed by an explanation of Article
39A of the Indian Constitution, which pertains to the role of paralegal volunteers in
providing legal aid. The primary objectives of the National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) were outlined, emphasizing its commitment to assisting individuals with
economic and personal disabilities. A brief history of paralegal volunteers was presented,
tracing their evolution since 1952, culminating in the enactment of the Legal Services
Authorities Act in 1987. Participants were introduced to various legal service authorities,
including NLSA, SCLSA, SLSA, HCLSC, DLSA, and TLSA.
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SESSION VIII: Drafting of Applications

Pertaining to Various Types of Legal Aid

Sh. Gaurav Singh provided a detailed Power point
presentation on Section 12 of the Legal Services
Authorities Act, which defines eligibility for legal aid,
including women, children, members of scheduled
castes or tribes, and individuals with an annual
income below three lakhs. The role of paralegal
volunteers was emphasized, detailing their
responsibilities in identifying grievances, directing
them to appropriate authorities, and assisting in the
drafting and submission of applications to ensure
they reach the correct entities. Legal aid is available
to individuals with pending court cases, those in pre-
trial stages, and victims under the Compensation
Scheme.

Participants were encouraged to raise awareness
about legal aid and its benefits, with specific tasks to
organize legal literacy programs, conduct special
camps, and promote various NLSA initiatives. These
efforts aim to educate the public about their legal
rights and the availability of free legal services,
thereby enhancing access to justice for marginalized
communities.

Sh. Vikas Gupta concluded the session by elucidating the procedure for obtaining legal aid,
employing real-life examples to effectively illustrate the process. He emphasized the necessity
of communicating in clear, accessible language to ensure that information reaches everyone,
regardless of their background. Furthermore, he provided detailed guidelines on the manual
format for various applications and drafts, equipping paralegal volunteers with the skills
needed for accurate documentation in legal aid applications. The session was further enriched
by the presence of Sh. Surjan Singh, who shared valuable insights on the profound impact of
legal aid within society. Dr. Deepak Sharma, Convener of the Legal Aid Committee, wrapped
up the session by expressing gratitude to the guests for their contributions and reiterating the
essential roles that paralegal volunteers play in bridging the gap between the legal system and
underserved communities.
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Felicitation of Resource Persons and Interaction
with Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Ma’am




TRAINING, DAY THREE- 2nd September 2024

Visit to Central Jail, Naini

Day 3 of the Orientation and Basic
Training  Program  for  Paralegal
Volunteers commenced with a visit to
Naini Central Jail. Upon arrival, students
and faculty members underwent a
thorough inspection at the main gate
before entering the jail premises, which
houses under-trial prisoners.
Accompanied by Sh. R. B. Patel,
Superintendent of Central Jail, and
Honorable Vice-Chancellor Senior
Professor (Dr.) Usha Tandon, the group
first visited the inmates' workshop where
prisoners manufacture furniture from
pure Sheesham wood, including sofas,
chairs, and tables. The students learned
about the two jails in Naini: the recently
established district jail for under-trial
prisoners and the central jail for convicts.
Next, the group toured the kitchen, where
inmates prepare meals for approximately
5,000 prisoners daily. Sh. R. B. Patel
explained the daily routine, which
includes a morning count at 7 a.m.,
breakfast at 7:30 a.m., lunch between 11
and 11:30 a.m., tea at 3 p.m., and
returning to their cells by 6 p.m

The students, along with the Vice-Chancellor and faculty, also visited the inmates' cells,
equipped with fans and televisions. A separate enclosure for militants and NIA accused housing
18 inmates was also observed. Spanning over 267 acres, Naini Central Jail features facilities like
a vermicomposting unit, organic farming, medicinal plants, and gaushalas, all managed by
inmates under security supervision.
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Visit to Central Jail, Naini

During the visit, students learned about the historically significant site where Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was held by the British before independence, the location where he
penned his famous book, "Discovery of India." The group examined the ingredients used
for inmate meals and engaged in discussions with the Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel,
Mr. Vikas Gupta, regarding legal aid's efficacy for prisoners. They reviewed the
meticulous maintenance of prisoner data, which includes names, addresses, family
details, and legal cases. Notably, out of 5,000 inmates, 700 received legal aid, achieving
an impressive 80% success rate within 1.5 years. Meanwhile, students interacted with
inmates about their crimes, living conditions, and daily habits. The visit concluded with
refreshments before exiting Naini Central Jail.
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Visit to Session Court
& District Court

The students of Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law University (RPNLU), Prayagraj then
visited the District Court of Allahabad for an enlightening educational experience. The visit
commenced with a warm welcome in a conference room, where students engaged in a
meaningful discussion with the Secretary of the District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Sh.
Dinesh Gautam. This session provided valuable insights into the workings of the judiciary
and the court system, enhancing the students' understanding of their respective home courts.
Following the discussion, the students enjoyed refreshments and were presented with
certificates and ID cards recognizing their roles as Paralegal Volunteers (PLVs) by Sh.
Gautam and Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel (LADC) Sh. Vikas Gupta. The students were
then divided into groups of five, each consisting of twelve students, and guided by DLSA
personnel through the historic District Court.

This first hand exposure to court proceedings allowed the students to gain practical insights
into the legal process, enriching their academic experience and reinforcing the importance of
their roles as future legal professionals. In addition to observing court cases, the students
visited the DLSA office and the Mediation Centre, where they engaged with staff members,
gaining practical experience and a deeper understanding of mediation processes. This
hands-on learning was invaluable for their educational growth. The students also had the
privilege of visiting the additional judge courts, where they were able to observe hearings.
Some judges took the time to explain the intricacies of court proceedings, offering the
students a rare opportunity to learn directly from judicial officers. Notably, the judges
demonstrated how live audio hearings are conducted, enhancing the students'
understanding of modern courtroom technology.
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Visit to Session Court

& District Court

In addition to observing court cases, the students visited the DLSA office and the Mediation
Centre, where they engaged with staff members, gaining practical experience and a deeper
understanding of mediation processes. This hands-on learning was invaluable for their
educational growth. The students also had the privilege of visiting the additional judge
courts, where they were able to observe hearings. Some judicial officers took the time to
explain the intricacies of court proceedings, offering the students a rare opportunity to
learn directly from judicial officers. Notably, the judicial officers demonstrated how live
audio hearings are conducted, enhancing the students' understanding of modern courtroom
technology.

Furthermore, the visit included a tour of the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) offices and
various other courts, where cases related to motor vehicles were being heard. Students
witnessed the submission of evidence and the interactions between advocates and judges,
further enriching their educational experience. Overall, the visit to the District Court of
Allahabad was an enlightening experience for the students of RPNLU, Prayagraj providing
them with a comprehensive understanding of the judicial system, the workings of different
courts, and the practical aspects of legal proceedings.
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Visit to Juvenile Home and CWC
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During the visit to the Juvenile Home, the faculty members and Sh. Dinesh Gautam, the
Secretary engaged the students in significant interactions, utilizing activities such as reciting
poems and discussing the alphabet to cultivate a supportive educational environment. These
discussions also allowed for personal connections, as students shared their names and
interests with the children. In the residential quarters, particularly in the children's bedrooms,
the conversations continued informally, with students learning about the children's favorite
television shows and daily routines. The girls’ accommodations highlighted important legal
provisions, allowing them to reside there until age 18, with some facing the challenges of
motherhood. Regulatory frameworks ensure that mothers can keep their children until age
six, providing necessary food and medical care for their well-being. The facility also
accommodates children classified as missing, with school placements determined by
comprehensive evaluations from IQ specialists to ensure alignment with individual needs. The
government manages food provisions, regularly monitored by Child Welfare Committee
(CWC) members, ensuring that the nutritional requirements of the current 60 residents—of a
total capacity of 110—are consistently met. Group discussions with CWC members address
various aspects of child welfare and development, alongside a structured transition process for
children over 18 to receive continued support in Saharanpur.

Interactions with juveniles included detailed conversations with faculty members and Sh.
Dinesh Gautam, covering personal interests such as names, favorite subjects, preferred foods,
friends, daily schedules, sports, and hobbies. Observations of their living spaces, including
bedrooms and books, provided valuable insights into their lifestyles and preferences, enabling
a more tailored approach to their care and rehabilitation. These comprehensive interactions
and assessments are crucial for the effective management and support of the children and
juveniles in the facility’s care, fostering an environment conducive to their growth and
development.
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Special Thanks

Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law University, Prayagraj, extends its heartfelt gratitude to
the High Court of Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh State Legal Services Authority, Lucknow
(SLSA), and the District Legal Services Authority, Prayagraj (DLSA) for facilitating the
Para-Legal Volunteer (PLV) training and outreach program. The training provided
essential legal aid skills, while the visits to the Central Jail Naini, Children’s Home, and
District Court, Prayagraj, offered the students invaluable practical experience. These
opportunities deepened their understanding of the justice system and reinforced the
importance of providing legal services to the underprivileged. We look forward to
continued collaboration in future initiatives.

._It

T T




ngs self

for
ion

pur
wver
mi-
taff
lice
sed
lin
wo
ank
“tor
bile

een

add

sed
2at-

dly

ris-

Hffi-
by
stel.
gar
een
1 0f

not
int

against the doctor, citing per-
sonal reservations. The police
did not provide details on the
motive behind the threats.
The inspector from Gomti
Nagar did not respond to calls
made to his CUG mobile
number for further informa-
tion.

“The exact reason for the
threat remains unclear. The
‘woman officer and the dentist
do not know each other]" the
DCP said.

The police are investigating
the data on the dentist’s mobile
phone. Further investigation
revealed that the dentist had
also called a landline at Raj
Bhawan on Wednesday, using
threatening language with the
person who answered.

After this call, the police began
tracking his mobile number
and discovered that he had
made threats from various
phones, including both mobile
and landline numbers.
Sources close to the investiga-
tion revealed that the dentist
frequently asked passersby for
their mobile phones to make
threat calls.

He also admitted to using the
hotel's landline for these calls.
During police interrogation,
the doctor confessed to mak-
ing random calls and stated
that he obtained the woman
officer’s number through
another source.

LDA to launch
anti-epidemic
campaign

Lucknow (PNS): The Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA)
has announced a new initiative
to tackle water-borne diseases
across its housing schemes,
apartments, and commercial
establishments, The anti-epi-
demic campaign, which kicks
off this week, is part of a
national effort to curb the
spread of epidemics, particular-

ly during the peak of the rainy
season.
LDA Vice-Chairman

Prathmesh Kumar emphasised
the urgency of the campaign,
noting that epidemics spread
capidly in peak seasons,
“Prevention and precaution
are crucial for ensuring safety
during this period” Kumar
said.

The LDA has collaborated
with the medical directorate to
implement the campaign effec-
tively. As part of the initiative,
the development authority has
procured two specialised
machines from a private
agency to target mosquito
eradication, a key concern
during the rainy season due to
the diseases they transmit.
Kumar highlighted the need
for immediate repairs to pre-
vent water stagnation, which
can lead to unsanitary condi-
tions and increase the risk of
disease.

the
dti-
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RPNLUP inaugurates

PNS B PRAYAGRAJ

Dr Rajendra Prasad National
Law University, Prayagraj
(RPNLUP) inaugurated its
Legal Aid Clinic and a three-
day Para-Legal Volunteer
(PLV) training programme on
Thursday. Justice Arun
Bhansali, Chief Justice of the
Allahabad High Court, Patron-
in-Chief of the Uttar Pradesh
State Legal Services Authority
(UPSLSA), and Chancellor of
RPNLUP, was the chief guest
on the occasion,

Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta, senior ],:‘udge of the
Allahabad High Court and
Executive Chairman of
UPSLSA, was the guest of hon-
our. The event also saw the par-
ticipation of the member sec-
retary of the State Legal
Services Authority and other
legal professionals.

Vice-Chancellor of
RPNLUP, Prof Usha Tandon
welcomed the guests and gave
the opening remarks. She
amnphaciced the nniversitve

its Legal Aid Clinic
< .Y

and PLVs in enhancing stu-
dents’ education and practical
skills.

In his keynote address,
Justice Arun Bhansali high-
lighted the role of legal aid clin-
ics and para-legal volunteers in
improving access to justice for
disadvantaged groups. He
stressed that legal aid is both a
constitutional and moral
responsibility and encouraged
students to support those in
need.

Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta spoke about socio-legal
justice and the role of PLVs in
achieving this goal.

He urged students to
engage in this work, under-
standing that legal education
should include awareness of
socio-economic realities.

The PLV training pro-
gramme, running from August
30 to September 1, will feature
sessions by legal experts on
legal procedures, practices, and
client counselling, Participants
will also visit ﬁuﬁi locations to
nnderstand the challenges

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Legal Aid
Clinic and Para-Legal Volun-
teer (PLV) training program
was organized by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad National
Law University (RPNLUP)
at Kacheri campus. The Le-
gal Aid Clinic and three-day
PLV training program was

inaugurated by the Chief

Guest of the programme,
Chief Justice of Allahabad
High Court and Chancellor
of the Law University, Arun
Bhansali. Acting Chairman
of the Law University, Jus-
tice Manoj Kumar Gupta
was present as the guest on
the occasion. Member Sec-

economically poor and
downtrodden section of the
society. He also urged the
students to make a commit-

its Legal

3

'S W PRAYAGRAJ

para-legal volunteering and
inspired to join this noble
cause.

Many legal experts will

UL | 1+ Bl

| RPNLUP 1naugurates
Aid Clinic

and PLVs in enhancing stu-

9A justice 1s equal for all

ored guests presented
awards to the winners of the
Conquerors Intra-Moot
Court Competition held on
21 and 22 August 2024.
Among the meritorious stu-
dents, Janvi Singh and
Siddhi Sharma were re-
warded by the Chief Jus-
tice. The function con-
cluded with the vote of
thanks by Dr. Deepak
Sharma, Convenor of Legal
Aid Society of Law Univer-
sity Prayagraj, Dinesh
Gautam, Secretary of Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ity, and Vikas Gupta, Chief
Defense Advocate of Legal
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DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD

3Dec 1684 - 26 Feb 1963
President of India 1950 to 1962
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